
Photography and Atmospheric Science: 
A Symbiotic and Historical Relationship
Born of science and nurtured by art, photography has exposed the invisible. From X-ray 
diffraction photographs of DNA to the faint light at the far reaches of the universe, photography 
has enabled science to record and document a wide range of natural phenomena. Indeed, 
photography and science have formed an immutable bond, where photography has relied 
on science for its technological developments, and science has utilized photography as 
an essential tool for probing and documenting the natural world. In atmospheric science, 
photographic imagery has evolved from simple ground-based documentation of local 
weather phenomena to the global depiction of circulations and radiation using space-based 
platforms. The symbiotic and historical relationship that has existed between photography and 
atmospheric science for 180 years will be discussed within the context of phenomena such as 
lightning, clouds, precipitation, severe weather, and climate change.

The Tahoe Environmental Research Center (TERC) is a global research leader providing the 

science for restoring and sustaining Lake Tahoe and other treasured lakes worldwide. TERC 

educates the next generation of leaders and inspires environmental stewardship.

TERC FALL LECTURE

Oct. 
3
5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

UC Davis Tahoe Science Center 
291 Country Club Dr.,  
Incline Village, Nevada

$5 in advance; $10 at the door 
Refreshments and no-host bar 5:30 p.m., 
presentation begins at 6 p.m.

Please register for your seat at  
http://tahoe.ucdavis.edu/events/

Terry Nathan is a professor in the Atmospheric Science 
Program at the University of California Davis.


