
Check the list of ingredients in your shampoo, lotion, 
or soap—chances are, it contains at least one 
fragrance chemical, even if it claims to be unscented.  
Over the past decade, the use of fragranced 
personal care products has dramatically increased, 
but scientific research on their impacts on human 
health and the environment has lagged behind. 
The ubiquitous use of these chemicals in consumer 
products, the lack of clear policies regulating their 
disclosure on product labels, and the challenge 
of studying the human and environmental health 
consequences of fragranced personal care products 
make this an important emerging environmental 
and public health issue.

To better understand what drives people to use (or not 
to use) fragranced personal care products, a group 
of UC Davis researchers conducted a nationwide 
survey on this and other emerging environmental 
issues.  They will share the results of the survey, what 
science can tell us about fragrance chemicals and 
environmental and human health, and where you 
can go to learn more about the ingredients in your 
favorite personal care products.

Date:     Thursday, January 26, 2012

Time:     5:30 No-host bar. Program begins at 6:00 p.m. 

Cost:      $5 donation requested

Location:  Tahoe Center for Environmental Sciences, 291 Country Club Drive, Incline Village

Additional sponsorship 
provided by:

Fragrance chemicals: 
What’s the stink?
carmen cortez, Jessica abbott, JenniFer balachoWski, susan chen, and meredith niles 
oF the uc davis “reach igert” Program

Fragrance chemical research presented by UC Davis graduate students Carmen 
Cortez, Jessica Abbott, Jennifer Balachowski, Susan Chen, and Meredith Niles of 
the UC Davis Responding to Rapid Environmental Change Integrative Graduate 
Education and Research Traineeship (REACH IGERT) program, a multidisciplinary 
group of graduate students who work on issues related to rapid environmental change.


